PCHC SCHEDULED HIKES FOR JANUARY 2012                          12/11/2011

C LEVEL HIKING GROUP - TUESDAYS

Meet at the Eagles Nest clubhouse at 7:15 am, depart at 7:30.   We are encouraging everyone to lead at least one hike this season.   Because the composition of the hiking group, leaders and terrain varies each week, hike leaders are reminded to observe the progress of your group to keep them together and give everyone adequate breaks.  Check the pace with your group members.
January 3 - Dragonfly Trail, Spur Cross Rec Area (Cave Creek).  Rating C.  This is a 6.6 mile lollipop loop with an elevation change of 300 ft.  The hike starts out on the Spur Cross trail and travels through typical desert terrain.  Once you take the left turn onto Dragonfly trail you pass through a Saguaro forest with very tall Saguaro cactus.  You then descend into a riparian area, which contains permanent pools of water and lots of vegetation.  The trail then makes a loop around the Jewel of the Creek Preserve, which contains many different bird species and up to 20 different dragonfly species.  Porta-johns are at the trailhead.  Park fee is $3.00 per person.  Driving distance is 110 miles RT.  [in February 2010, heavy rains wiped out the trail and many of the smaller cottonwood trees in the Preserve].

This can be done as a D level hike of about 3 miles.
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