SCHEDULED B HIKES:  JANUARY                                                                    12/11/2011

JANUARY 2012 HIKES: FRIDAY B GROUP

Meet at Eagle Nest Clubhouse 7:15 AM depart 7:30 AM. Sign-up begins at the December meeting.  If you cannot make the hike be sure to call the leader so others may replace you and so we don’t wait for no shows.  Because the composition of the hiking group, leaders and terrain varies each week, hike leaders are reminded to observe the progress of your group to keep them together and give them all an adequate break. Check the pace with your group members.
Jan 6th -  Palo Verde Trail (Bartlett Reservoir).  Rating C.  This is a 7.5 mile out and back hike.  It has little elevation change, but lots of up and down.  The trail is loose, decomposed granite.  Consequently, please wear proper hiking footwear.  This is a lovely hike with continuous water views.  The Bartlett Reservoir is part of the Verde River between New River and Mazatzal Mountains.  It is visible the entire hike.  Restrooms are at the Rattlesnake trailhead.  There is a $6.00 park fee (1/2 price with Golden Age Passport - get passes at ranger station on Bartlett Reservoir road).  Driving distance is approx 136 miles RT. 

Leader:  
                              Tel:
Jan 13th – Goldfield Mountains #8 Canyon Lake - River Trail (Goldfield Mountains).  Rating C.  This is a 5 mile hike with a total ascent of 700 ft.  The hike version goes along a wash into a narrow canyon, then returns and goes down stream (dry) across some large boulders to the Salt River just below the Canyon Lake dam.  You can see the Horns of a Dilemma from this hike.  No park fee. No restrooms.  Driving distance is 130 miles RT.

Leader:  
                              Tel:   
Jan 20th  – PCHC Fall Picnic. Rainbow Valley/Toothaker (Estrella Mountains).  Rating B. This is an 8.3 mile loop beginning on the west side of the rodeo. The Rainbow Valley trail is wide and relatively flat (320ft elev. change). It intersects the Pack Saddle Trail and the Toothacker Trail. Turn right onto the Toothacker Trail to the Pedersen Trail. Turn left on the Pedersen Trail for a short distance back to the Rainbow Valley Trail and the turn left again and head back to the rodeo. A restroom is at the trailhead.  Park entrance $6.00 per car.  Driving distance is approx 20 miles RT.
Leader:  
                              Tel:   
Jan 27th – Vulture Peak Trail (Wickenburg).  Rating C-B.  4.1 mi round trip (4.6 to top), out & back on the same trail. Elevation change: the base is at 2,480 ft, the saddle is at 3,420 ft, and the peak is at 3,660 ft. The trail is easy to the base, moderate to the saddle where most hikers will stop. For those who wish to go to the top of Vulture peak, that part is difficult and you leave walking sticks and backpacks behind for hand over hand climbing. Sign in at the top and you can get a certificate at the Wickenburg Chamber of Commerce.  Vulture Peak Trail meanders through classic Sonoran Desert landscapes, including dense stands of saguaro, ocotillo, cholla, and other cactus varieties; crosses wide desert washes; and offers dramatic scenic vistas of rugged desert mountain ranges and valleys in all directions. Trailhead parking available for 15 vehicles and 4-wheel drive parking for 4 vehicles. Restrooms are at the trailhead. No park fee.  Driving distance is approx 120 miles RT. 
Leader:  
                              Tel:   
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