PCHC SCHEDULED HIKES FOR FEBRUARY 2012                          01/15/2012

C LEVEL HIKING GROUP - FRIDAYS

Meet at the Eagles Nest clubhouse at 7:00 am, depart at 7:15.   We are encouraging everyone to lead at least one hike this season.   Because the composition of the hiking group, leaders and terrain varies each week, hike leaders are reminded to observe the progress of your group to keep them together and give everyone adequate breaks.  Check the pace with your group members.
February 3 - Gila View West/Valley Trail Loop (South Mountain).  Rating C.  This is a 6.5 mile loop hike with a total ascent of about 900 ft.  Starting from the south side of South Mountain, we hike up a ridge to the west with great views of the Estrella Mountains and areas to the south.  We then drop into a valley of typical desert vegetation.  We then return up over a saddle and down through a second valley and back to the trailhead.  No facilities.  No park fee.  Driving distance is 90 miles RT.
February 10 - Goldfield Mountains trails 4A & 4D - Hat Top Loop (Goldfield Mountains).  Rating C.  The C level hike is a 7 mile loop hike with a total ascent of 1000 ft.  It follows an old jeep trail through rolling desert to Hat Top Mountain.  Along the way you will see a couple of arches as well as some interesting rock formations.  On the return you will have terrific views of the Siphon Draw area of the Superstition Mountains as well as views of Apache Junction, plus one more arch.  No restrooms at the trailhead.  No park Fee.  Driving distance is 114 miles RT.

A D level version can be hiked as a 3-4 mile loop.
February 17 - Red Picacho Trail, near Morristown (Castle Hot Springs Area).  Rating C.  A 5 mi. out and back hike with a total ascent of 1200 ft.  The hike will lead through canyons and washes surrounded by scenic mountains and go past an old mining operation. Good views in all directions.  We may see some wild burrows and javelina along the way.  The trail starts as a jeep trail 1/3 mile back up the road at the top of a hill (on the right as you hike back up to it).  There are no facilities and no park fee.  Driving distance is approx 90 miles RT. 

A 3 mile D level hike can be performed by going to the old mine and back.
February 24 - Walking Jim Trail (Hells Canyon Wilderness).  Rating C.  An 8 mile hike with a total ascent of 800 ft.  The trail parallels a mostly dry creek and offers a wide variety of vegetation (from cottonwood trees to Saguaro cactus) and wildlife (wild burros, etc).  No restrooms.  No park Fee.  Driving distance is 80 miles RT.

As an in and out hike, this one can be shortened to a D level hike by going out 2 miles and then returning to the trailhead.
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